Avon Congregational Church

Avon, Connecticut
United Church of Christ
Sunday, April 29, 2012
Music Sunday
PRELUDE
Un Sospiro
Franz Liszt
Benita Rose, pianist
INTROIT
We Are the Church
No. 558
verse 1 – Kid’s Sing and Ring Ensemble

                                                 verse 2 - Gallery Singers, Mike Comeau, euphonium

  verse 4 - Congregation
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 96:1-5)
	L:
	O, sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD,

all the earth.

	P:
	Sing to the LORD, bless God’s name;

tell of God’s salvation from day to day.

	L:
	Declare God’s glory among the nations,

the Lord’s marvelous works among all the peoples;

	P:
	For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; God’s name to be revered above all.


*+ OPENING HYMN
 – All Creatures of Our God and King (vs. 1, 3, 7)
No. 62
* PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER

ALL:  Creator of heaven and earth, we lift our hearts to you that we might adore your beauty and goodness. Our Rock and Redeemer, we open our hearts to you that we might reveal the pain and disorder in our lives. Giver of all good gifts, we surrender our hearts to you that you might bring forth in us the fruit of good works. Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, one God, we sing our lives to you that you might raise us, with all creation, into your eternal song. In the words of Jesus, whom you sent to guide us in this life we pray as he taught, “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.” Amen.

*+ GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
(Children leave for Church School. Parents returning to the sanctuary should enter through the front doors [facing Rt. 44] of the church.)
SPECIAL MUSIC – One Great Hour to Share
Lee/Getz, arr. Keeney Ensemble
Jean McDougall, Gay Adams, Sue Bullis, Sue Macy,

Nick Noyes, Norm Keeney - guitar
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH


Joys and Concerns


Pastoral and Silent Prayer
THE MORNING SCRIPTURE
Psalm 27:1, 4-6.
OT 503
ANTHEM
I'm Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger
arr. T. Waldrop
Celebration Ringers
MESSAGE
Our Favorite Hymns - A Countdown 5,4,3,2,1…
(hymns and verses to be announced)

OFFERING OF GIFTS


Invitation to Give
    Offertory – 
This is My Father's World/He's Got the Whole World in His Hands
arr. Joel Raney/Benita Rose

Victoria Gibbs, soloist | Lisa Eells, flute | Becky Baierwick, viola
Celebration Ringers | Gallery Singers


*Doxology
Tune:  Old Hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,


Praise God all creatures here below,


Praise God above, you heavenly host,


Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Gracious and loving God, we offer these gifts and our lives as signs that our faith is expressed in words, in deeds, and in song - all in the name and for the sake of Jesus, our Lord and our Savior.  Amen.
(please be seated)
SPECIAL PRESENTATION
* CLOSING HYMN
 – When In Our Music, God Is Glorified (vs. 1 & 5)
 No. 68
* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
	L:
	The songs have been sung, the postlude played,

	P:
	So we go now from worship into the world.

	L:
	We go with God’s music in our hearts, and God’s rhythm in our steps.

	P:
	We go to sing God's song in many keys, in many styles, and in many places.

	L:
	As we take the next steps in the Dance of Life,

	P:
	We do so knowing that God: the Dancer, the Singer, the Song itself, is with us in each and every note.  Amen.


* POSTLUDE
Sinfonia from Solomon
George F. Handel
* All who are able may stand

+ Latecomer seating
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Welcome

With pleasure we welcome all who have come to worship with us today. We invite you to join us for coffee and fellowship after the service to get acquainted with those who are near you. Guests and newcomers are asked to sign the guest book (at either entrance) if you have not already done so.

Large print worship bulletins as well as personal sound monitors are available each Sunday morning for the hearing and visually impaired; please speak with an usher if you would like to use one. When people are prompted to stand, those for whom standing is difficult may feel free to remain seated.

Pew cards are available for those attending worship to make prayer requests as well as ask for information regarding church programs. We invite guests to give us contact information in the space provided. Pew cards may be placed in the offering plate.

Our Crib Room/Nursery is open Sunday mornings from 9:45 until after worship for children ages infant – three and their parents. An overhead speaker allows adults to follow the worship service while their children relax and play.

We welcome children in worship. Special activity bulletins are available; please ask an usher for assistance. All children are welcome to attend Church School, which begins right after the Passing of the Peace.

	
	

	Flowers
	The flowers are given by Lee Brown-Egan in loving memory of her mother, Wilma White, who was born on April 29, 1911.

	Deacons of the Day
	Nancy Comeau, Sandy Lytle

	Lay Reader
	Loring King

	Hospitality
	Gigi Burke

	Trustee of the Day
	Rob Inglis

	
	

	Today
	10:00
	Worship Service – Meeting House

	
	11:15
	Annual Meeting

	Monday
	7:30
	Celebration Ringers – Music Room 

	Tuesday
	10:00
	Tuesday Crafters – FH

	
	7:00
	Diaconate – Library 

	Wednesday
	6:00
	Kid’s Sing & Ring – Music Room

	
	7:00
	Gallery Singers – Music Room  

	Friday
	5:30
	First Friday Dinner

	Next Sunday
	10:00
	Worship Service – Meeting House

	
	11:15
	Footsteps to the Future – Fellowship Hall


Prayer List:  Family and friends of John Charles J’Anthony, father of Jamie J’Anthony; Senia Bachir-Abderahaman, friend of Nora Howard; John – a friend of Pat Kiser; Nicole Parent; Joel; Lester; Zigrida Rose; Husain; Angela Parent; Patricia Leslie; Linda Edwards; Julie Poll; Karen Rowntree; Jacklyn Essex; Warren Maheu; David Randolph; Natalia Hanks; Lisa Farrar; Marlea Faulkner; Jamie Botteon; Tanya Manchester; Pat Parker; Jacob Coleman; Nate Testerman serving in Afghanistan; all military personnel and veterans.
Birthdays this Week:  Mary Thompson, Eric Spencer, Sophie Lillis, Jessica Rhoades, Alex Morgan, Daniel Innes, Bob Burke, Nicholas Barto.
UCC - ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Special Offering

Today the Board of Christian Service & Outreach invites you to contribute to the UCC One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering.

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider Mission, is the special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to people in more than eighty countries. The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean water and food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response.
Please give generously to support this very worthy Greater World Mission.

Announcements
Please Wear a Name Tag each week. It helps everyone get to know each other. Name tags are available at each entrance. Permanent name tags will be updated shortly by the Membership Growth Committee; so if you don't have one, just use one that peals off.  

Ushers & Greeters are needed for Sunday morning worship each week. Please consider a gift of your time to help out.  If you are able to help a Sunday or two, please sign up on the hall bulletin board or contact Mark Testerman @ 860-217-6677 or mgtand3@gmail.com. Thank you. 
The TULIPS surrounding the sign on our front lawn were planted last fall by the 6th-8th graders. What a cheerful sight! Thanks, kids!

OPEN MIC NIGHT! The high school youth are hosting a Community Open Mic Night Saturday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. All acts and ages are welcome to perform – comedy, music, dance, drama and more! Email us at
 communityopenmicnight@gmail.com 
to sign up. Admission is $5 and includes refreshments. All proceeds will go to the family of Robby Brisco, an Avon High School junior who is battling a rare form of cancer. Come support our youth while they rally around their friend and team mate!! Can’t attend but would like to contribute? Donate at the table in Fellowship Hall this Sunday and next, OR sign up to bake something for the event. See Jennifer deSimas for more details. 

ACCtions Youth are invited to join their WACC friends on the Gifts of Love Team for the Walk against Hunger to raise funds to support Foodshare! The Walk takes place Sunday, May 6th at Hartbeat Park in Hartford. We’ll meet at ACC at 11:30, have lunch together and carpool to the park. Bring friends! Sign up on the youth bulletin board if you’d like to go! 
Graduating Seniors:  Check out the

Frank Roswell Fuller Scholarship for UCC members at avon-church.org. Click on the Green Pages link and go to “Christian Ed/Youth News. Scholarship deadline is May 15th.

Gifts of Love Current Request:  A recent run on soup stock has left Gifts of Love in short supply of canned soups. Please consider donating soups to the blue bin in Fellowship Hall. In very short supply are any vegetable, 
vegetable with beef or chicken, rice with beef or chicken and, of course, any type of chowders. Gifts of Love currently has plenty of tomato soup. Also needed is canned corn. As always, thank you for your continued generosity to this outreach program.
Parking: In loving concern for our Senior citizens, we ask our church members to leave parking spaces available along the west side of Fellowship Hall.  As a reminder, our Rt. 10 parking lot has plenty of available spaces.
Please join us for the ACC Annual Meeting

today following worship!

This Sunday is Favorite Hymn Sunday.
After we sing the hymns the congregation voted on as their favorites, the congregation may purchase the old Pilgrim Hymnals for $5 each at Coffee Hour (make checks payable to Avon Congregational Church). Any not purchased will be donated.  
The Leo Boswell Memorial Worship Series
    

Join us on Mother's Day for a special service entitled The Gift of Love featuring the Celtic music of Ireland and Scotland with our quest performers The Celticity Trio and Jessica Meyer, Violinist. The Service is May 13, 2012 at 10 a.m. The service will be presented by lay members of the congregation. Rev. Martha will speak about the meaning of the Celtic Knot and there will be something special for the children. For more information, click the Boswell Series link on the Everything Else page of the website, www.avon-church.org.

TLC for the Randolph Family:  As many of you know, David Randolph is presently in the hospital. Hilda Lamb, a family friend, is coordinating meals for Carol and their three children – Lisa, Brian & Adam. If you would like to prepare a meal for the family (they are vegetarians), please call Hilda at 860-693-4891. She may be reached mornings before 10 a.m. or evenings.
Have You Signed Up to Volunteer for the next 1st Friday Dinner (May 4th)?  Helpers are needed to cook, decorate, set-up, serve and clean-up as well as make homemade desserts.  Sign-up sheets are in Fellowship Hall, can we count on your help?
Hey, Guys!  The Fellowship Committee is looking for a few men to host coffee hour on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13th.  If you appreciate the weekly coffee hour all year long and want to return the favor, please consider signing up to give the women a break. If interested, please call Beth Ferrari at 860-675-8246.
Mark Your Calendar for the following church events:
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Footsteps to the Future Workshop

Sunday, May 6, 2012

First Friday Dinner
Friday, May 4, 2012; 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
The menu includes:  Fiesta Chicken (grilled chicken with a fresh, mild salsa), green beans, tossed salad, crusty rolls, beverages and, of course, our specialty desserts!
Seventh Annual  National Day of Prayer to be Observed in Avon

Thursday May 3rd, 12 noon at the Avon Town Green

The theme this year is from Psalm 33:12 "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord".  Short prayers will be led by Pastor Brian Hardee and clergy from several churches. Members of the Avon Town Council will participate as well as Cantors from Farmington Valley Jewish Congregation - Emek Shalom. If you would like to join attendees for a short lunch following the observance, please bring a sandwich. For additional information, please call David Pena, Avon Town Council, at 860-675-9294.

Staff Contact List
The Rev. Martha F. Chenault, Interim Pastor
interimpastor@avon-church.org
Benita Rose, Director of Music Ministries and Organist
piano6861@sbcglobal.net
Jennifer deSimas, Director of Christian Education
ceminister@avon-church.org
Beth Ferrari, Administrator
administrator@avon-church.org
Denise Beeney, Secretary
secretary@avon-church.org
Church Website
www.avon-church.org
Rev. Chenault's Office Hours:  Rev. Martha’s schedule varies from week to week depending on outside commitments. Please call her if you wish to make an appointment. Her day off is Friday.
Avon Congregational Church

Participants in Music Program – 2011/12
Benita Rose, Organist &

Director of Music Ministries
Music Committee
Gay Adams, Chair
Tina King

Jamie Smithers

Sue Bullis, Secretary
Ellen Matos

Janet Carville, Treasurer
Gallery Singers

yrs.

Janet Carville
67

Leo Boswell
49

Pat Kiser
46

Norma Goralski
36

Bon Smith
33

Carol Burnham
31

Suzanne Macy
29

Mike Comeau
26

Judy Brulotte
25
Nancy LaRocco-Williams
22

Nick Noyes
19

Gay Adams
17

Jean McDougall
15

Bob Burke
13
Eleanor Innes
8

Rob Inglis
7

Norm Keeney
7

Abi Inglis
7

Emily Inglis
7

Sue Bullis
5
Tony Gibbs
4

Victoria Gibbs
4
Jamie Smithers
2

Nancy Grande
1

Larkin Chenault
1

Celebration Ringers

yrs.

Susan Hall
33

Nancy Comeau
30
Mike Comeau
26

Christine Quinn
19

Eric Comeau
17
Edyth Bergman
10
John Hall
10
Jane Keeney
8

Tina King
7

Julia deSimas
5
Tony Gibbs
4

Wally Eells
3

Anita Spencer
2

Ellen Matos
2

Beth Inglis
2
Other Church Musicians
Sue Smith
31
Lisa Randolph
28

Lisa Eells
12

Becky Baierwick
7

Abby Bratton
7

Zack Coleman
4

Tom Boswell
4
Emily Boswell
4
Megan Boswell
4

Children’s Ensembles

yrs.

Caroline Morgan
5
Jessica Bergen
3

Samantha Bergen
3

Jenna Matos
3

Maela Sosa
2

Victoria Gibbs
2

Luke Somers
1

Ella Flores
1

Laura Robichaud
1

Ozzie Tang
1

Kiana Klafter
1

Toby Klafter
1

Names in bold denote

milestone year
Yrs. indicates the number of years of participation in the music program in any capacity.
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